
  
Established in 1972, The Morrant Thames Valley Cricket League is an important component  

of the ECB Premier League structure 
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Thursday, 14th February, 2019 
 
Dear Member Club, 
 
In accordance with Constitution Rules 8.6, “Postal Voting” we hereby give notice of an 
electronic SGM / Postal Vote.  
 
The Proposals put forward by the Management Committee for this general meeting are 
detailed on the following pages.  
 
The Deadline for submission of your vote is:  Thursday, 28th February, 2019.  
 
(Note - All Member Clubs must submit a vote by the Deadline otherwise failure to do so will 
incur a fine of £50 in accordance with Constitution Rule 5.1.)  
 
 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Matthew Stevenson 
Hon. Secretary 
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SGM Proposals: Changes to Match Rules 
 
 

S1 Addition to Umpires Clause adopted at the AGM. 
 
Explanation & Rationale: 
 
During the AGM in November, there was a proposal for revising the process for 
Umpire Arrangements and associate penalty (in Level 3) and new bonus point (in 
Level 4 & below) for the purpose to ensure there would always be 2 suitably qualified 
umpires in Level 3 matches, plus to incentivise clubs to provide such in the lower 
levels. 
 
There was feedback received from at least 2 clubs, one prior to the meeting and one 
during the Q&A related to the proposal – as to the treatment of clubs who had 
provided an umpire to the Panel but did not have a “TVCL Registered Club Umpire” 
for their own fixture. 
 
It was highlighted on the evening, that we could only vote on the original proposal as 
written, but that the Management Committee would take away the concerns raised & 
revisit for an SGM in the spring. 
 
The original proposal was then adopted at the AGM, and we are now honouring that 
promise to provide an amendment for your consideration as to how the Management 
Committee could address the concern. 
 
The argument in favour of the introduction (or a re-introduction) of a waiver policy for 
clubs who have provided an umpire to the Panel, is that it wouldn’t penalise those 
clubs who have made the effort to develop and train umpires from their own clubs 
who are keen to develop and officiate at the highest levels in the HCPCL Pyramid, at 
the same time as discouraging them from removing their umpires from the Panel to 
stand in their own matches to not be subject to the penalty (Level 3) or gain the 
bonus point (Level 4 & below), which would then have a negative impact on the 
number of Panel Umpires available in Levels 1,2 & 3.  
 
There are however a number of arguments against.  
 

a) The main aim of the proposal was to ensure to have two suitably qualified 
umpires for all L3 matches; if the waiver is reinstated then it is unlikely that we 
will achieve this at any point in the future.  

 
b) Then there are the issues of extra administrative workload for league 

volunteers and/or complicated software changes to the website. There will 
also be delays, late changes and corrections to league tables - and possibly 
disputes and arguments.  
 

We have therefore designed the proposal intentionally to ensure that the clubs that 
would want to make use of this waiver, must have the responsibility for the burden of 
proof in such process. 
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The Management Committee does not recommend that member clubs adopt 
this amendment proposal S1 due to the complexity it would entail, but we are 
of course prepared to administer if it is the Member Clubs preference. 
 

  
As per the introductory Explanation & Rationale, it is proposed to add a new clause 
8.6 as below: 
 
8.6 Panel Umpire Points Allowances: 
  
In Level 3: 
Should a Team fail to provide a TVCL Registered Club Umpire, but the Member Club 
have provided an Umpire to either of the current TVCL or HCPCL Panels, and they 
are officiating on the same match day, the 5 Penalty Point deduction shall be 
discounted – but only after the event once claimed by the Member Club. 
(Equally for the occasion where a prior Panel Umpire appointment is withdrawn after 
10pm Wednesday preceding that particular fixture.) 
  
In Levels 4 & below: 
Should a Team not have provided a TVCL Registered Club Umpire for a Match, but 
they have provided an Umpire to either of the current TVCL or HCPCL Panels, and 
they are officiating on the same match day, the Member Club will be entitled to claim 
the 1 bonus point after the event. 
  
(Noting that the number of umpires on the panel will need to equal the number of 
teams from that club, that were without an Umpire to qualify. For example: if no Panel 
or Register Club Umpire was provided for either 1st & 2nd XI’s matches on a particular 
date, then 2 panel umpires standing would be required for that 2nd XI to claim a point).  
  
Declaring Panel Umpires: 
Member Clubs must declare, using a form from the TVCL Website, of their club 
members who are TVCL or HCPCL Panel Umpires, with proof of club membership, 
to the Management Committee prior to the start of the Season to be eligible for any 
associated claims. (or as soon as possible afterwards should they have been added 
to the Panel during the Season). 
  
Claims Process: 
A Member Club has until 11:59pm on Tuesday after the TVCL Match to submit a 
claim to the Management Committee, including necessary evidence of their Declared 
Panel Umpires officiating on that day for the Panel. Any claims received after that 
date will be disregarded. Once investigated, the Management Committee will 
normally apply the discount or bonus point accordingly within 72 hours. However, for 
the avoidance of doubt, any points allowances based on claims received, will be 
solely at the discretion of the Management Committee. Additionally, following the 
investigation, should a Member Club happen to have made a false claim on a third 
(or further) occasion in that TVCL Season, they will be subject to a £50 fine each 
time (in addition to the original point penalty in Level 3). 
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S2 Wide Ball – Leg Side (Levels 1-4) 
 
The below clause was adopted at the AGM, however it was highlighted during the meeting 
that there was an mention of the word ‘reverse’ which could be confused with a normal 
reverse sweep. It is therefore simply proposed to delete the words “reverse or” as shown 
below.  

 
Leg side: A Wide Ball shall be called if, irrespective of where the ball pitches, the ball 

passes wide of the batman’s leg-side, standing in their normal guard position. 
 
The umpire shall not adjudge a delivery as being a Wide, if: 

• the batsman or their equipment touches the ball 
• the ball passes between the batsman and the leg stump 

Where the batsman attempts, or aborts, any form of reverse or switch hit, then they will be 
deemed to have changed from a right-handed to a left-handed batsman (or vice versa). In 
such circumstance for determining a Wide, both off-side and leg-side shall be judged with 
reference to the 17-inch crease marking, as per W6.4. 
 
Rationale: Fix 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


